GOLD RUSH TO THE KLONDIKE

MaRVIN SANFORD MARSH

(1854-1933)
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DIARY OF MARVIN SANFORD MARSH
(1854-193%3) (44 years old)

GOLD RUSH TO KLONDIKE

Feb. 5, 1898
Left Renwick, Iowa for Klondike at 9:18. Arrived at Elmore, Minn. at 12:30.

Will say right here that the next time that I go to Klondike, I will take all
of my family with me for life is too short to leave wife, - Cora, Nellie, Maude,
Bessie and Leon to go to Alaska or anywhere else but we all think it is for

the best so this is the first day out for the Klondike.

Feb. 4, 1898

Secornd day out for Klondike. Left Elmore at 5:30 a.m. Arrived at St. Paul at
10:30. Went to Merchant's Hotel, headquarters for the Iowa Alasksa Mining Co.

Some of the boys on time wrote home and this ends the second day out for Klondike.

Feb. 5, 1898

Still at 3t. Paul. More of the boys arrived today. Looking around and buying

goods for my Klondike supplies. Finished up in good shape.

Feb. 6, 1898

Sunday morning. All of the boys on hand. ,WroteAhome before dinner. Everybody
getting ready to start to Seattle at 4:30. Leave St. Paul at 4:30 on our 1823
miles trip to Seattle. All aboard but one man who got left, but got a telegram
from him that he would be on next train. This man'é name is Mr. Vail. I do not

know where he is from at this time.
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Sept. %, 1898

Nothing new. Went over to Dawson and stayed 'til 11 o'clock. Bought for dinner
1 # potatoes - 50¢, 1 # moose meat - 85¢, 1 loaf bread - 25¢. Went back to camp

end had one good square meal.

Sept. 4, 1898

Sunday once more and the only news is that I am going home as soon as possible.

John Sewell and I divided our goods today so the next thing is to sell.

Sept. 5, 1898

Monday morning finds me 21l well. Sold my outfit to Corwin and Peck for §15C.00

and boat for $10.00,

Sept. 6, 1898

Waiting for a chance on a boat to get home. Over to the city all just to kill
time. The boys are at work on their cabin. I came back to camp early and got

supper for them.

Sept. 7, 1898

411 well. Went over to Dawson and there was three boats came in today. I think

I can get out with one of themn.

Sept. 8, 1898

Over to Dawson all day. Nothing new, still watching for a chance to get home.

The boys are getting along very nicely on their cabin.

Sept. 9, 1898

Dimminch, Breighton, and Mike went up the river to raft down their winter's
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fire wood. I went over to the city and made a contract with the steamer, May West,
to take me to St. Michael and to start tomorrow, the 10th. The boys are all well

and I am feeling better.

Sept. 10, 1898

Today we calculated to leave Dawson but the boat had some trouble with their crew
so we did not get away, but I took my blanket aboard and got supper and got a good

bath and went to bed.

Sept. 11, 1898

1

One more Sunday and I hope the last one for awhile. It being Sunday, the boat
could not do anything so here we are all day, but the Captain says we will go out
at 10 o'clock tomorrow and I hope so. A&t 8:30 we had our first snow storm - not

very bad - light.

Sept. 12, 1898

Monday ﬁorning still finds us in Dawson City, N.W.T. We get breakfast and the
Captain says we will get away about noon. 12 o'clock came and_still at Dawson,
but at 1:30 o'clock, Sept. 12, 1898, we start down the Yukon River to St. Michael.
Everything all 0.K. We leave 7 boats at the docks at Dawson City when we leave-
the Susie - Monarch - D.R. Campbell - John Cuday - Golden Star and May West, the
boat we are on - (all down river boats). Then there were Millie Irving - Joseph
Closset and the Canadéﬁ‘(up river boats). When we're out one hour from Dawson
we meet the Milwaukee, a large boat going up to Dawson. 4 o'clock stopped to
get wood. 5:10 meet the boat, Lightening on her Way up the river. Just been to
supper - the same 01d thing - bacon and beans. I will be glad when I get to
Seattle so I can get a change. Our boat, the May West, is a dandy as far as we

have seen. At 8 o'clock we landed at Forty Mile and stayed all night. Here we
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meet the P.B. Wim boat on her way to Dawson. Passed the boat Lightening at 5:10.

Sept. 13, 1898

We left Forty Mile at 5 o'clock and have no trouble. Stop once at 8 o'clock and
get wood and then go again a2t 10:30 and take aboard 8 cords of wood. Get dinner
just as we get to Eagle City. At 8:30 we crossed the line into America Territory -
about 90 miles from Dawson. At 3:15 we meet the boat James D.;Mﬁvgllé . At 4
o'clock the Seattle #%. And still we go down the river. Tied up for the night

at 8 o'clock. It has been raining all day with cold wind.

Sept. 14, 1898

We are off this morning at 5 o'clock with everything all 0.K. At 6:30 we meet

the boat, W.K. Merwin. It is cold and foggy with cold wind. 11:45 meet P.B. Weare.
12 o'clock we landed at Circle City. Here we meet the Tacoma boat.

1:15 left Circle City

1:45 we meet the Lindia

2:30 the Pilgrim

%:30 the Gov. ééﬁéiééy

@

%:30 the New York

3:30 the Low

7:00 Florence S.

Tied up for the night at 8 o'clock in the Yukon Flats. The river here is about

60 miles in width.

Sept. 15, 1898

We were up at 4 o'clock this morning and get started off in good shape but we did
not run only ebout 30 minutes 'til it got so foggy that we could not see so we

tied up and stayed 'til about 10 o'clock when off we go again. At 12 o'clock we
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meet the boat, Sarah. 3:45 at Fort Yukon. This is at the mouth of the
Porcupine River. At 4 o'clock meet the boat, Victoria of N. Y. At 4:30 Victoria
St. Mark. At 8 ofclock tied up for the night with everything as good as could be

expected under the circumstances,

Sept. 16, 1898

Off again at 5 o'clock this morning. That is as early as we can see to go. We
passed two or three small boats this morning floating down the river to St. Michael.
Dinner at 12 o'clock with cold and cloudy weather. We expect to get to St. Michael
before it freezes up. We all hope so. 8:%0 we landed at Fort Hamlin and tied up
for the night. Have been sick all day but when I can get something to eat I hope

I will feel better.

Sept.rl7, 1898

We got away at 4 o'clock this morning. At 8:3%0 we meet the boat, Saninger, bound
for Dawson. 11:30 we landed at Rampart City at the mouth of the Minoke River.
They say there are some very rich gold mines about 10 miles up the river. They
say it is 1000 miles to St. Michael. Here we passed the boat, Reindeer. 1:10 met
the T.C. Powers. 7:00 landed at wéégh. This is the place we were to find Davis

but as I did not find any word from the boat Iowa, I guess it is all NG. (no good)

Sept. 18, 1898

We left ﬁgéﬁh at 5 o'clock and down the river we go again. At 7 o'clock we landed
at James Mission and took aboard two men - one by the name of Leonard with his foot
crushed in a dredging machine. 8:15 we meet the boat John G. Healy. Weather is
cold and cloudy. We saw where there were three boats got frozen in last fall and
stayed all winter. The crew that is running this boat, May West, was with them.

There were about 300 of theme. 9 o'clock meet the City of Chicagoe. 9:30 the Arctic



Bay ~ all on their way to Dawson City. 7 o'clock the St. Michael and at 8 o'clock
tied up for the night with all well. So this ends the first Sunday on the May West

and everybody singing Home Sweet Home by the way of St. Michael.

Sept. 19, 1898

Monday morning at 4 o'clock finds us on our way down the river. At 5 o'clock meet
the boat Ireland. The weather is cold and cloudy. 12 o'clock we passed the mouth
of theKoyakuk River but I did not see anything of any of the boys nor the boats.

I tried to get the Captain to stop and he would not do it. There was a few log
huts and some tents but I do not see why he would not stop. We meet two or thres

small boats today. All well.

Sept. 20, 1898

Off this morning at 4:30. 10 o'clock meet 2 small boat. We could not make out
her name. 10:30 anﬁther small one - San Frisconi. 11 o'clock one more = ths
Concord. These are all small steam boats end going up the river just with their
own pafties and are going up 'til it freezes up and then they will winter and in
the spring go up as far as they want. 5 o'clock mest the W. H. Evans on her way

to Dawson. 7 o'clock landed at Anvik for the night.

Sept. 21, 1863

Cast anchor from &nvik at 4:30 this morning. The Captain says it is 300 miles from
St. Michael ~ that is 2 days more run for the May West. 9 o'clock we landed at

the Holy Cross Mission for the Doctor to get some medicine for our sick man,
Leonard. Here the Doctor got cabbage, carrots, celery from the Father at the
church free of charge as they do for 2ll sick people. 12 o'clock meet the Concord
and the C. H. Bradley - small boats going up. 4 o'clock large boat Vistania bound

for Dawson. Tiea up at 7 ololock.



Sept. 22, 1858

Off this morning at 5:00 with a high wind and coid. 3 o'clock meet the boat
Seattie #L bound for Dawson. The wind is blowing a gale and the river is about
3 or 4 miles wide in places and you bet the waves ran pretty high. Of course, I

got a little seasick. We cast anchor at 7 o'clock about ¢ miite from S

Sept. 23, 1898

We start out at 5 o'ctiock and expect to get to the mouth of the river today. The
wind is blowing cold and you can see the snow cépped mountains, so you see it 1is
pretty cold. 12 o'clock we got stuck on a sandbar - the first on the trip and it
took us 3 hours to get off. Whiire we are here there was a large boat Domcom met
us on her way to Dawson. 5 o'clock we landed at Hamiiton. A warehouse of the
A.N.T. and T. Co. is all there is here. 7 o'clock the boat John Cudahay tied up

with us for the night.

Sept. 24, 1898

Off at 4:50 this morning with the John Cudahay boat in the lead. This is the fast-
est boat on the river. She left Dawson 36 hours after we did so you can see we did
not do so bad but she passed us in good shape this morning. We expect to get to
the mouth of the river today sure. 12 o'clock we came up on the Cudahay boat an-
chored on account of low water and waiting for the tide to come in - that will be

1 o'clock tomorrow morning. Se we could not do anything else but do the same.

Sept. 25, 1898

Up this morning at 1 o'clock - that is, the boat crew was up at that time and we
start for the mouth of the river about 40 miles they say. Then it is all open
water 40 miles more to St. Michael but it looks to me as though it was all open

here for you can't see land only in one place. We are off in good shape with the
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Cudahay in sight in the lead. The weather is cloudy and foggy with rain and snow.
There was two large boats we met last night but it was so dark we could not see

who they were but they were large ones. This is 8 o'clock in the morning and we
expect to get to St. Michael in 7 hours if nothing heppens. 12 o'clock got to the
mouth of the canal - 40 miles from St. Michael. &4 o'clock struck a sandbar and the
Captain says we will have to stay 'til night time before we can get off the bar.

So this is an all night job as high tide is 6 o'clock in the morning. Still cold

and windy.

Sept. 26, 1893

Monday morning we got off the sandbar at 6 o'clock, 4 miles from St. Michael and
got to St. Michael at 7 o'clcok all safe and sound. 14 days from Dawson. There is
no boat here for Seattle yet and do not know when there will be. I am stdpping at
the Hotel Helery at Fort Get Thru. Cold - rain and snow. This is a nice place for

a town a&s you can sit by the stove and look out and see the snow copped mountains.

Sept. 27, 1898

Tuesday morning finds me at the Hotel Helery. Rained all night and up to 12 o'clock
and just as I was going in to dinner who should come in but J. H. Starbuck and
Brawslaw - just came down on the 0il City boat. They say part of the boys went

home the 19th of last month. Them that went home fetched the boats, Jowa and the
Little Jim, down the river and suppose they were sold here and then they went home.
The rest of the boys stayed up the Koyukuk River. They report Burnett as having

his leg broken but getting along all 0.X. = out on crutches and whén they left about
300 miles up the river the boys were 21l fixing up for winter quarters and were 2ll
well. No signs of any bost yet and it costs.us $3.00 per day as léng as we stay
here. So you see we are very anxious for the boat to get here. It has rained

nearly 211 day.
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Sept. 28, 1898

Still waiting for a boat and no signs of any. I went out for a walk this morning
and I had the pleasure of seeing the steamboat Yowa. Captain Abbott of the.Iowa
must have had bad luck for I saw & man by the name of Captain Nesbitt and he showed
me an agreement where Nesbitt should have the machinery in said boat if' he, Nesbitt,
got the boat Towa off the rocks which he has done so this is about all that is left
of the I.A.M. & Co. Still raininglbuﬁ it is warmer today. To finish up the day
with, they had a dance invthe hotel. I got the dance second hand as my room was
directly over the ballroom and judging from the noise at the last I should think

they had 2 good tims.

Sept. 29, 1898

Still raining a little this morning and no news only we are still at Hotel Helery
at Fort - Get - Thru, Alaska with no boats in sight so we do not know when we can
get away. There aré about 250 people here now waiting to get out to Seattle.

4 o'clock the boat Milwaukee got in from Dawson with about 75 passengers and no

boat yet in sight. But still it is $3.00 per day to stay here.

Sept 30, 1898

This is one of the nicest days we have had since we arrived but it rained some.

12 o'clock everybody crazy as there was a boat sighted off at sea. 2 o'clock they
could make out that it was the Roanoke. 4:20 she dropped anchor. The boat re-
ports they passed two more boats bound for St. Michaels at Dutch Harbor, 800 miles
from here, so you see there wili be plenty of boats pretty soon. So we all go to

bed feeling better.

Oct. 1, 1898

October started out with a nice day ~ the nicest day we have had. Everybody is
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busy today unloading the boat for the gquicker she is unlcaded the quicker she
starts back. The boat fetched up some hogs - the first hogs that is in Alaska.
They were for the Hotel - 10 head. 5 o'clock they report another boat in sight,
but cannot tell 'til morning. They took out some of the passengers on the Roanoke

tonight.

Oct. 2, 1898

Tﬂis is our first Sunday in St. Michael. It is a nice day. The boat captain'of
the Roznoke says we sail Wednesday so I bought my ticket and they board me 'til we
get to Seattle so it will not cost me any for board. All the difference is now
when will we get there. We are still at the Hotel but at the Boat Co. expense.
They claim that the Roanoke is the best boat on the run between St. Michael and

/

Seattle, so you can see we are all 0.K.

Oct. 3, 1898

Monday morning finds me well. Got up, got breakfast and went to the laundry and
got my laundry and went and got a bath and feel better. The wind is blowing a gale
so thet “‘hey cannot unload the boat so that makes us one more day at St. Michael.
They still say that they are going out Wednesday, but of course they cannot if the

wind keeps up like this.

Once more this is a nice morning and everybody is busy. The steamer Portland,
the £.C. Co. boat arrived this morning at 10 o'clock so there will be no trouble
that'everybody will get out - that is all that hes got money. 411 that has no
money will wait for the steamer Bare, the U.S. boat that is here every fall on
purpose to take the destitute out of the country. Starbuck and Brawnsville

bought tickets today so we will go to Seattle together. A little snow this aftermnoon*®
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Oct. 5, 1898

The weather is nice and clear but high wind, so it will bother them about un-
loading the boat. There was another large steamer got in last night, the Groanen
and there is a great scramble for passengers. The wind is blowing a gale and

blew the boat 0il City ashore but did not do much damage.

Oct. 6, 1898

The wind went down about 10 o'clock last night and they went to work unloading

the boat. This morning they say that they will be thru today sure, so we will

be off tomorrow. 12 o'clock - wind blowing a gale amd work all stopped. 8 o'clock
just before I went to bed the report came in that there was a small steam lesunch,
belonging to the steamer Granna with 8 passengers was lost as the boat was going

from shore to the boat - about % mile.

Oct. 7, 1898

Up early. Got breakfast about S:OO. The report that got out last night that there
was a boat lost 2nd 8 men drowned proved to be a mistake. Weather is clear and cold.
12 o'clock - dinner. With a report thet we go aboard the steamer at 7 o'clock to-
morrow morning. Wrote a letter home and sent it out with a men that is going out

on the Portland so if there is any accident my folks will get my letter.

Oct. &, 1898

Up this morning at 6 o'clock as we are going aboard the boat this morning. 8:30
went aboard the steamer Roanéke. She is the largest and nicest boat on the run
between St. Michael and Seattle. We have about 500 passengers and they are
still loading passengers and freight at 12:30. 2:50 o'clock they lifted an-
chor and fired the cannon once and we are off for Seattle - 3000miles. 4:30

supper and we had a good one at that. With nobody sick, first night on Bering Sea..
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Oct. 9, 1893

This morning finds about one half of the passengers sick and of course I was one
of them. Sick 2ll day. Bottle of beser and one pie was all for me today. The
wind is blowing a gale and the boat is rocking pretty bad. This is all the news

for today.

Oct. 10, 1898

On board ship Roanoke and everybody knows it you bet. Everybody sick, but still
we go just the same. Wind still blowing and they say that it never quits dhde.

I guess they are right.

Oct. 11, 1898

For once the wind does not blow so hard. I got up and go to breakfast and feel
pretty good as we wili get to Dutch Harbor today. 10 o'clock we sight land.

12:15 we land at Dutch Harbor for cozl. This is only a small trading place owned
by the N,A.C. Co. Supported by the seal fishers and a coaling place for all boats
going to St. Michael. It will take us two days to coal up. The A. & C. Co. has

another dock about 3 mile from this one.

Oct. 12, 1898

This is a nice morning and the boat is busy coaling up. All the passengers are
ashore climbing mountains, picking up shells and relics of all kinds. 6 o'clock
we start once more on our way to Seattle -~ 2200 miles with everything favorable

end nice weather. Dutch Harbor is one of these nice places that one can never for-
get with its nice lofty mountains and natural harbors that any steamer can lond

in without any trouble. We go to bed and sleep while the boat takes us home.

Oct. 13, 1893
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Up this morning and nothing but water in sight but nice weather. I did not stay

up very long to enjoy the sights as I commenced to-get sick and of course I went

to bed and had my meals brought to me and I got along very well. While everybody
says it is nice, it is nice enough for me to stay in bed and as long as I stay

there I am all 0.K.

Oct. 14, 1898

Once more we have a nice morning. I got up and stayed up about one hour for break-
fast and loafed around awhile and went back to bed and stayed 'til dinner. Up for
dinner and feel 2ll 0.K. The sun is shining bright but the wind is cold so I can-

not stay very long on deck. Went to bed with the wind still roaring.

Oct. 15, 1898

Well this is one of the mornings that you read about. Ilast night at 12vo'clock
there was a storm came up so I know what it is to be in a storm at sea. It
stormed 'til 7 o'clock today an& I never thought that 2 boat as large as this
could do so many tricks on water as this one did today. The storm was so bad
that we could not go to the table to eat your meals for you could not sit up so

we took a drink and waited and as I go to sleep the storm is going strong.

Oct. 16, 1893

Well, the storm is over this morning, that is, the wind is not blowing, but it

is misty end foggy &nd the ship blows the fog horn every 10 minutes. 12 o'clock -
fog still on but getting along very nicely. Just been to dinner and feel 2ll 0.K.
5 o'clock - supper. Fog still on. 9 o'clock went to bed. The ship has commenced

to roll and I think there is enother storm coming up.

Oct. 17, 1898
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There is another storm on this morning in good shape. Of all the didoes that you
can think of a ship doing the Roanoke can beat them all. The storm commenced
about 12 o'clock last night and has been on all day, so that keeps me in bed all
day and pretty sick at that. 8 o'clock the storm has went down so we can sleepe.

A11 0.K. tonight.

Oct. 18, 1898

Up this morning at 6 .o'clock. The wind has went down and it is nice weather. Ve
are headed for Seattle at about 15 miles per hour. They say we will get there to-
morrow about 3 o'clock, so everybody is feeling good. 7 o'clock = the lighthouss
light. We could seeiﬁancouver Island. So we will get there tomorrow sure. Weather

is nice and everybody is happy.

Oct. 19, 1898

Still we go and we enter the canal at about 6 o'clock this morning. We pass Port
Townsend at about 9 o'clock with 30 miles from Seattle. We are going along as nice
as we can with nice weather. 12 o'clock. Oct. 19th, 1898 the steam ship Roanoke
touched the vharf at Seattle and a happier 500 people never were born. I got up
town and put up at the Hotel Brunswick. After dinner commenced looking for rail-
road rates to get home working with the rest of the passengers - all that are

going east.

Oct. 20, 1898

Up this morning at 9:30 for the reason that this is the first bed that I have slept
in since I left here March 1 and it was too good a thing to leave. We all got to-
gether and mi:de up our minds to go home by the way of Salt Iake City and Denver

so that is the way we will go. 1 o'clock got dinner. After dinner went out and

done some shopping. Getting ready to leave tomorrow at 4 olclock. Wrote a letter

)
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to the boys at Dawson City.

Oct. 21, 1898

Up early. Got breakfast. Went and mailed a letter to the boys at Dawson, got
dinner at 1 o'clock. Went and bought my ticket for home. Train toileave at

5 o'clock for Portland. 11:10 arrived at Portland all safe and sound. The party -
had a car all ready and we went in our sleeper and went to bed. 250 miles on our

way home.

Oct. 22, 1898

Up this morning in Portland. Got breakfast and went up town to find R.D. Yelsu
but found that he had gone to Butte, Montana. 12 o'clock got dinner. Rechecked
baggage and getting ready to start for Frisco at 6 o'clock. 6 o'clock we start
once more on our way home. fs our party has a car by themselves, we can go to

bed anytime we choose. 8 o'clock go to bed and sleep while we go home.

Oct. 23, 1898

Up at 8 o'clock. Got breakfast. All we had to do was to sit and lock out the
car window to see the nice mountain scenery which is as nice as I saw up in Alaska.
Dinner at 12:00. A little more scenery 'til supper at 5:30. Nothing more only

8 o'clock to bed with everybody feeling all 0.K.

Oct. 24, 1898

Up at 6 o'clock. Got breakfast as soon as possible as we get to San Francisco at
about 11 o'clock. 10:3%0 we get to Oaklend. Take the ferry to Frisco. 11 o'clock
arrived at San Francisco. Go up to the Cliff House and 211 the sights. Start
back to Ozklend at 5 o'clock. 6 ofclock we take our train and once more we are

on our way home. Our next stop will be at Salt Lake City.



Oct. 25, 1898

Still we go on our way home. Nothing new only everybody is feeling good.

" QOct. 26, 1898

Still feeling better because we are still going home at a good rate. 9 o'clock
arrived at Salt Lake City. We stay here 'til 7:40 tonight. We all hired a guide
and four horse team and took in all the sights of interest. 7:40 we received the

word "all aboard" and off we go with everybody happy.

Oct. 27, 1898

Still we go home. 8 o'clock Grand Junction - 20 minute stop. Off we go again with
everybody feeling good. HNice weather. We had a break down with the engine and we
are 5 hours late. I have.to change cars at Pueblo but we are so late that at 9

o'clock I go to bed.

Oct. 25, 1393

This morning finds me in Denver, Colorado. We got to Pueblo last night at 11:30.
Got up and took the train for Denver. 3% o'clock arrived at Denver. 3tayed at
depot as my train on the B. & M. leaves at 9:15. 09:15 off again on time. Nice
weather and feeling all 0.K. 4:20 at McCook and all well. Saw Billy Burnett and

he is the engineer pulling the train.

Oct. 29, 1898

Arrived at Omaha 3 o'clock over the B. & M. At 6:40 leave Cmaha over the C. N. W.
railroad. Arrived at Ames at 11:30. Got dinner and went out in town and about the
first person I saw was Dr. Canham of Renwick. Left Ames at 6:40 and once more we
go on our way rejoicing. Arrived home 9:15. Found all the folks well. So

Oct. 29th, 1898 ends my Alaska trip with less money but a good deal wiser.
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